
No matter where you are, whether 

you have cold weather and real snow 

or are just pretending that you do, 

we remember that a key ingredient 

of the holiday season is people – 

family, friends and associates.   

We thankfully gather to share good 

food, have fun, wish each other well, 

create new memories and maintain 

our relationships as we reflect on  

 

  

 

P1 /  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  

Best wishes for a wonderful 

holiday season and a happy 

New Year! 

P2 /  HOW URBAN AREAS 

CAN REDUCE CONGESTION 

Much of the congestion is a 

result of cruising for parking. 
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years past and express hopes for the 

future. 

In the spirit of that tradition, we 

would like to wish everyone Happy  

Holidays and a happy, healthy and 

prosperous New Year. We look 

forward to working with you in 

2014! 
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Much of the air pollution and traffic congestion 

in urban areas results from drivers cruising 

around looking for a parking space.  

A contributing factor to that cruising is curbside 

parking that is free or priced far below garage 

rates. 

A research study by Transportation Alternatives 

in a 15-block area of Manhattan revealed: 

 Motorists “cruise” a total of 366,000 miles a 

year searching for metered parking. 

 Drivers cruise on average seven blocks (.37 

miles) to find a metered parking space – 14 

blocks (.7 miles) at peak times. 

 Drivers searching for curbside parking in the 

survey area generate 325 tons of Carbon 

Dioxide annually. 

 On metered blocks, curb parking is 

completely occupied up to half the time. 

Unmetered blocks are completely full up to 

75% of the time.  

Many cities lack sufficient parking close to 

downtown areas often because of the large 

space required for conventional garages. 

Automated parking can fit the same number of 

cars is half the space which opens up numerous 

opportunities for locating garages throughout 

downtown areas.  

More parking garages close to downtown and 

equalizing pricing between parking garages and 

curbside parking can help urban areas reduce 

the congestion caused by cruising for parking. 

Do you know how many surface parking 

lots exist in the US? 

There are 500 million surface parking 

lots in the U.S. alone. In some cities, 

parking lots take up one-third of all land 

area. (Source: Jared Green in Grist) 

Using technology such as automated, 

robotic parking can drastically reduce 

the amount of land area needed for 

parking and free up space for green, 

open areas for the community.  

 

PARKING FACTS: EXCESSIVE DRIVING: 

How Urban Areas Can Reduce 

Congestion 
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